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“The ‘language of flowers’ was a popular Victorian form of communication

used primarily for sending messages to loved ones. Every flower had an

individual meaning, its symbolism superseded each day by new subtleties. The

practise has not survived.

What is the best way to express your sorrow or love, to end a relationship

or start an affair? Do you call, fax, e-mail or text? What is the current

communique de jour? What are the names of the flowers in a mixed bunch and

are their meanings clear to giver and receiver? Daffodils herald the

beginning of spring and Easter. Red roses express a passionate, true love.

Daisies remind one of the innocence of childhood. How do you indicate hurt,

jealousy, an apology, or say Happy Birthday in flowers, without words?

I came to London from the countryside via Manchester and spent my childhood

lying in fields of wild flowers that changed as the season’s progressed.

They were the wallpaper of my every day. It never occurred to me that they

may be endangered, yet over the decades there has been a rapid decline in

the variety and number of plants that grow wild in Britain. Our collective

drift toward monoculture seems echoed by nature, with fewer plants, animals

and insects alongside a diminishing range of language and customs, resulting

in a dull, colourless and indistinct world for future generations.

The Language of Flowers references that wallpaper of my past. It was

designed as a giant wall work that recorded all the weeds of my locale -

literally - onto papers from around the world in the manner of the 19th

Century botanist and photographer Anna Atkins.”  Joy Gregory*

The exhibition coincides with the publication  "Objects of Beauty".

Produced by Autograph in association with Chris Boot and supported by Arts

Council England, this mid-career survey features 11 series of photographs by

Joy Gregory. 

*This is an extract from the book Objects of Beauty, published by Autograph

in association with Chris Boot.

For further information or viewing of prints please contact Sarah McIntosh

or Gareth Abbott at the gallery.

