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GASWORKS GALLERY & STUDIOS
Bronwen Findlay & Joy Gregory In Conversation, 
Saturday 25th March 2006, 3pm, 
Gasworks Gallery & Studios, 155 Vauxhall Street, The Oval London SE11 5RH, Tel: 07771 776 220

Bronwen Findlay, a painter and printer, is inspired by her South African environment, often drawing her subject matter from the domestic, and objects that surround her as source material.  An intuitive artist, she often paints subjects that other artists may reject as kitsch or "not serious enough": sunsets and cosmos flowers, -she is known for her intensive engagement with the decorative. The fallen petals from a flowering tree or ‘bluebottles’ washed up on the beach offer possibilities.  "Something happens and then I use it ... the way I live and the way I work become terribly fused".

Ostensibly bright and colourful, the results of Bronwen’s decorative instincts rarely sit comfortably. Her take on matters ornamental is often ironic, a satiric over-the-top spoof or a deconstructive process.  Her more recent works are inspired by traditional cloth -working with different ways of representing the Basutho blanket and the Tsonga-Shangana nceka, both at times, worn as a form of dress.
Findlay has been making art and teaching for about twenty-five years, including running a number of community projects in rural and urban areas. Despite a long history of workshops and projects involving teamwork, she claims not to be keen on collaboration and it was only by accident that she became involved with Daina Mabunda. They met in the late 1980s when she was conducting fabric-painting workshops for Tsonga-Shangana women, they have since collaborated on various works for more than fifteen years.
Findlay is currently employed by the University of Johannesburg where she teaches drawing and is in charge of a teacher training programme.

The practice of  Joy Gregory often focuses on social and political issues, her subject matter referencing historical and cultural differences in contemporary society.  The work is compelling but never antagonistic or didactic, taking on the mantle of a traditional aesthetic. Gregory is known for her full use of the photographic media from traditional and digital the less familiar 19thC print process. This engagement with the material reveals a concern with ‘the object’, both outside and within the image.
Joy is now at the end of a three year NESTA Fellowship where her research has been around language endangerment with particular reference to environment  She is a Senior Lecturer in Photography at London College of Communication, University of the Arts.

As part of Visiting Arts Artist to Artist exchange scheme Findlay and Gregory have come together to discuss the similarities in their working practice.  Bronwen will give a presentation of her latest work ‘Every Picture Tells a Story’, currently on show in Durban, which will be the frame for the basis of their discussion.
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